
Cultivating Your Lodge History

Adam Moore & Kyle Brendel 
adamm455@gmail.com & kbp0910@comcast.net

Tools to Sharing Your Lodge’s Story
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Meet Your Trainers
• Adam Moore
• K ernersvil le,  N orth C arol ina 
• Home C ouncil :  Old Hickory 

C ouncil  (W inston- S alem,  N C )
• Home Lodge:  W ahissa Lodge 
• V ice P resident of  the Old 

Hickory C ouncil /C amp R aven 
K nob Historical  Association

• G E O Deputy C hief  of  S taff  Adam Moore
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Meet Your Trainers
• K yle B rendel  
• Manassas,  V irginia  
• Home C ouncil :  N ational  

C apital  Area (B ethesda,  MD)
• Home Lodge:  Amangamek-

W ipit
• History &  P reservation 

S ubcommittee
• G E O Deputy Lead Adviser K yle B rendel
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Learning Objectives

• Understand key resources to f inding 
your lodge’ s  history 

• Determine which method is  best for 
displaying and sharing your lodge’ s  
history 

• Understanding how to capture the 
history you are making in your lodge
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• 3 minutes 
• Turn to a neighbor 
• S pend 1.5  minutes 

each answering the 
fol lowing question:
• How has the OA and/or 

your lodge changed in 
the past 5 years?

You’ re Making History 
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Tools & 
Techniques of 
the Historian 
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Centennial Lodge History Books
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Lodge Members & Other Historians

8



OA History Timeline
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OA History Timeline – P rof iles

10



OA History Timeline - B ackground
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1. S tart S mal l
2. Display more than just patches

a. P hotos,  newsletters,  uniforms,  text
3. G o vertical  with your display as you can
4. I nvolve other historians in your display where appropriate
5. C reate posters or presentation boards

I ntroduction to P hysical  Displays
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Introduction to Physical Displays 
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Introduction to Physical Displays 
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Introduction to Oral History 

Formal  I nterviews
• N o S urprises 
• Questions are prepared in 

advance and provided to 
interviewee 

• N ames,  Dates,  and B io(s)  
are provided at the 
beginning of  recording 

I nformal  I nterviews
• R aw reactions to 

questions - learn as you go
• B e quick on your feet
• P repare for more pauses,  

laughter,  and less formal  
reponses

• G eneral ly shorter 
• More conversational
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Introduction to Oral History 

• N o need to be an expert
• N o need to use fancy 

equipment
• Oral  histories are 

fundamental  to passing 
down stories f rom 
generation to generation

• W ith modern technology -
have become very easy to 
facil itate  
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kh1W5rsvvvbTLXB9I1Lxsli9lS31DTkn/view


Introduction to Digital Displays 
• G reat way to get started 

working as a beginning 
historian 

• Take photos 
• R ecord videos 
• K eep a lodge blog 
• Develop a website
• S ocial  Media 
• Formal  Digital  

Displays/Archives 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zGa1R8vEls


Introduction to Digital Displays 

W ebsites:  
https: //nentico.org/history/m
emorabil ia/

https: //www.wahissa.org/abo
ut/lodge- history/

Omeka:  
https: //mooreab.omeka.net/
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https://nentico.org/history/memorabilia/
https://nentico.org/history/memorabilia/
https://www.wahissa.org/about/lodge-history/
https://www.wahissa.org/about/lodge-history/
https://mooreab.omeka.net/


Lodge History Resource Guide
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Kenneth P. Davis, Ph.D.

Author of :
● The Brotherhood of 

Cheerful Service, A 
History of the Order of 
the Arrow (4 editions)

● A History of Wood 
Badge in the United 
States (2 Editions)

● Born at the 
Confluence: A History 
of the Philmont Staff 
Association (2 Editions)

Q&A with Dr. Ken Davis
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Takeaway 
Challenge

Empower yourself to “observe and 
preserve” your lodge’s history by 
taking concrete steps when you return 
home to your lodge. 
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