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The OA History Timeline:

A Journey Through Our Past

Bradley Taylor • Tim Brown



Meet Your Trainer

• Wahissa #118

• Clemmons, North Carolina

• 2024 NOAC GEO, Lead Adviser

• OA Archival Team

• 12-year veteran of the GEO

• BSA Alumni Association

Bradley Taylor
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Meet Your Trainer

• Kawida #480

• Nicholasville, Kentucky

• 2024 NOAC GEO, Chief of Staff

• OA Archival Team

• 15-year veteran of the GEO

• BSA Alumni Association

Tim Brown
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Visit the Goodman Edson Observatory (GEO)

Tuesday, July 3 to Thursday, August 1
8:00am – 5:00pm

University Memorial Center (UMC)
Room 235

5,000 sq. ft. exhibition museum featuring over 50+ exhibits
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Learning Objectives

1. Gain a fuller understanding of the Order’s history, 

one that is a collection of distinct periods of time 

and key historical elements. 

2. Understand the available interactive opportunities 

to learn, experience and share the Order’s history 
through the OA History Timeline. 

3. Depart this session with a feeling that they are part 

of something larger than themselves and their local 

lodge, instead part of a national brotherhood that 
emphasizes leadership and service. 
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OA History Periods

1915-1919

Origins

1949-1985

Modern Era

Pre-1915

Prelude

1919-1948

Expansion

1986-2014

Rediscovery
Period

2015 to Present

OA Second
Century
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OA History Timeline oa-bsa.org/history

https://oa-bsa.org/history


OA History Timeline oa-bsa.org/history

https://oa-bsa.org/history


1.

Prelude
Pre-1915

Influences and Inspirations
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1913 Treasure Island Scout Camp Opens



Inspirations for our Order

Billy Clark – 
An Example of Cheerful Service

Goodman at Gettysburg 1913 – 
A Lesson in Brotherhood



Influences for our Order

Goodman – Camp Fraternity Edson – American Indian Influences



2.

Origins
1915-1919

Induction, Creation and Establishment
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Our Original Name…

• The name was not originally 
“Order of the Arrow”

• It was Wimachtendienk W.W.
“The Brotherhood of Those who 
Serve Cheerfully”.



Original Induction Experience

https://oa-bsa.org/history/videos


1916 The First Constitution

• George W. Chapman elected first Chief.  

• Provisions for insignia for each “degree”.

• The “Tortoise” is selected as totem of Order  



3.

Expansion
1919-1948

Growth, Defense and Official National Program
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1919 - The Order Begins Expansion 
with a Second Lodge



1921 First Meeting of the Grand Lodge

• Attended by 8 of the 11 “known” lodges.

• Hosted by the Philadelphia Lodges.

• Constitution framed.

• Goodman elected first Grand Lodge Chieftain.

• Autonomous from BSA 1933 Grand Lodge Meeting



1922 - Our Order is Threatened. 
Camp Fraternities debated.

Firecrafters

                   Gimogash

Ku-Ni-Eh



1924 - Goodman recommends 
“Order of the Arrow” as public name.

1926 - Lodges are Numbered!
A practice continued until 2004.



1931-1932

• 1931 - Goodman Appointed First 
Director of Program

• The OA is considered “program”

• Goodman Sets Goal as Director to 
Nationalize OA

• 1932 - The Order of the Arrow 
Becomes an Official Experiment 



1934 - Changes in the Order’s Masonic terms

• “Degree” becomes “Honor”

• “Password” becomes “Admonition”

• “Lodge” becomes “Tribe”*

• “Obligation” becomes “Oath”*

*These last two changes revert in 1936



1937 - Order Charters the 100th Lodge

• Jonito-Otora, later known as Anpetu-we
Cape Girardeau, Missiouri



1938 - Grand Lodge Sets Up Area 
System for Meetings 



1940 - OA Celebrates 25th Anniversary



National Bonnets

https://oa-bsa.org/history/timeline


Distinguished Service Award 
Presented for First Time



"First Flap"

• The first known flap used by any Lodge 
was in the early 1940s

• Ajapeu Lodge 33, Doylestown, PA



1942 - OA Universal Arrow Ribbon



1948 - First OA Handbook Printed



1948 - National Lodge Disbands

1949 - National OA Committee Formed 



4.

Modern Era
1949-1985

50th Anniversary, Evolving Customs and the Loss 

of our Co-Founders
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1965 - Order of the Arrow Observes 
50th Anniversary



1974 - OA National Indian Seminar

https://oa-bsa.org/history/first-national-indian-seminar


March 13, 1980
Our Order Loses Its Founder



1981 NOAC - Order of the Arrow
Introduces the Founder’s Award

https://oa-bsa.org/history/founders-award-established


October 26, 1986
Our Order Loses Its Co-Founder 



5.
Rediscovery Period
1986-2014

Membership Changes, New Programs and 

Technology
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1988- Order of the Arrow Officially Initiates 
First Women Leaders 
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1990 - Order of the Arrow Observes 
75th Anniversary
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1995 – OA Trail Crew Begins at Philmont
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https://oa-bsa.org/history/timeline


1998 - OA Website Launches
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https://web.archive.org/


2008 - Order of the Arrow holds 
ArrowCorps5!



6.
Our Second Century
2015 - Present

Centennial and More
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2015 - Order of the Arrow Observes Its 
Centennial

• Centennial Challenge

• Legacy Project 2015

• Special Edition Sash

• 2015 NOAC

• Centurion Award



2016 - Summit Circle Dedicated



2018 – National Scouting Museum 
OA Gallery Opens



2019 – All Youth Eligible

• Effective February 1, 2019
For the first time all youth eligible for membership in the
Order of the Arrow!



For more OA History, 

visit the OA History Timeline:

https://oa-bsa.org/history
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Visit the Goodman Edson Observatory (GEO)

Tuesday, July 3 to Thursday, August 1
8:00am – 5:00pm

University Memorial Center (UMC)
Room 235

5,000 sq. ft. exhibition museum featuring over 50+ exhibits
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Takeaway 

Challenge
Please scan the QR code on the final slide to 

bookmark the OA History Timeline and be sure to 

visit the GEO located in the UMC-235 during 

NOAC 2024. Take out your notebook and pen to 

write down three ways you can positively influence 

the Order’s future by creating history today. Feel 

free to share these key ideas with others in your 

chapter or lodge.
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