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The OA History Timeline:

A Journey Through Our Past

Bradley Taylor e Tim Brown



Meet Your Trainer

e \Wahissa #118

e Clemmons, North Carolina

¢ 2024 NOAC GEO, Lead Adviser
e OA Archival Team

e 12-year veteran of the GEO

e BSA Alumni Association

Bradley Taylor




Meet Your Trainer

e Kawida #480

e Nicholasville, Kentucky

e 2024 NOAC GEO, Chief of Staff
e OA Archival Team

e 15-year veteran of the GEO

e BSA Alumni Association




Visit the Goodman Edson Observatory (GEO)

Tuesday, July 3 to Thursday, August 1
8:00am - 5:00pm

University Memorial Center (UMC)
Room 235

5,000 sq. ft. exhibition museum featuring over 50+ exhibits
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Learning Objectives

1. Gain afuller understanding of the Order’s history,
one that is a collection of distinct periods of time
and key historical elements.

2. Understand the available interactive opportunities
to learn, experience and share the Order’s history
through the OA History Timeline.

3. Depart this session with a feeling that they are part
of something larger than themselves and their local
lodge, instead part of a national brotherhood that
emphasizes leadership and service.
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OA History Periods

Rediscovery

Period
Pre-1915 1919-1948 1986-2014
M O
O
1915-1919 1949-1985 2015 to Presen t
.. Modern Era OA Second




OA HiStory Time“ne oa-bsa.org/history
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Prelude

Pre-1915
Influences and Inspirations
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1913Treasure Island Scout Camp Opens

i — F - =




Inspirations for our Order

Goodman at Gettysburg 1913 - Billy Clark —
A Lesson in Brotherhood An Example of Cheerful Service
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Influences for our Order

Goodman — Camp Fraternity Edson — American Indian Influences
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Origins
1915-1919
Induction, Creation and Establishment
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Our Original Name...

- The name was not originally
“Order of the Arrow”

. It was Wimachtendienk W.W.

“The Brotherhood of Those who
Serve Cheerfully”.




Original Induction Experience

k“: The Original Induction Experience o -

Watch later Share

Watch on BB YouTube
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https://oa-bsa.org/history/videos

1916 The First Constitution

. George W. Chapman elected first Chief.
- Provisions for insignia for each “degree”.
. The “Tortoise” is selected as totem of Order
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Expansion

1919-1948
Growth, Defense and Official National Program
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1919 - The Order Begins Expansion
with a Second Lodge

v = .

| — . :‘*
. 2
..‘_.r'ﬂ § . : -

-

o o “ 3 v
3l B e

i
i I‘.--T = |
\ - s . -3
- - - " I = 1
L L i I.
L & 1
I-
iy




1921 First Meeting of the Grand Lodge

. Attended by 8 of the 11 “known” lodges.

. Hosted by the Philadelphia Lodges.

. Constitution framed.

. Goodman elected first Grand Lodge Chieftain.
« Autonomous from BSA 1933 Grand Lodge Meeting

-




1922 - Our Order is Threatened.
Camp Fraternities debated.

Firecrafters

Gimogash

Ku-Ni-Eh




1924 - Goodman recommends
“Order of the Arrow” as public name.

1926 - Lodges are Numbered!
A practice continued until 2004.




1931-1932

. 1931 - Goodman Appointed First
Director of Program

« The OA is considered “program”

« Goodman Sets Goal as Director to
Nationalize OA

. 1932 - The Order of the Arrow
Becomes an Official Experiment
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1934 - Changes in the Order’s Masonic terms
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“Degree” becomes “Honor”
“Password” becomes “Admonition”

“Lodge” becomes “Tribe”*
“Obligation” becomes “Oath”*

*These last two changes revert in 1936




1937 - Order Charters the 100t Lodge

. Jonito-Otora, later known as Anpetu-we
Cape Girardeau, Missiouri
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1938 - Grand Lodge Sets Up Area
System for Meetings




1940 - OA Celebrates 25" Anniversary

MATIONAL LODGE

OrdEr'ﬁF the Arrow
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National Bonnets
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https://oa-bsa.org/history/timeline

Distinguished Service Award
Presented for First Time




"First Flap"

. The first known flap used by any Lodge
was in the early 1940s

. Ajapeu Lodge 33, Doylestown, PA




1942 - OA Universal Arrow Ribbon




1948 - First OA Handbook Printed




1948 - National Lodge Disbands

1949 - National OA Committee Formed
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4.
Modern Era

1949-1985
50™ Anniversary, Evolving Customs and the Loss
of our Co-Founders

33



1965 - Order of the Arrow Observes
50t Anniversary

N124 Nations! Order of the Arrow Conference ﬁ Liniversity of Colorado Boulder = July 24 - August 3, 2024



1974 - OA National Indian Seminar

First National Indian Seminar
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https://oa-bsa.org/history/first-national-indian-seminar

March 13, 1980
Our Order Loses Its Founder




1981 NOAC - Order of the Arrow
Introduces the Founder’s Award



https://oa-bsa.org/history/founders-award-established

October 26, 1986
Our Order Loses Its Co-Founder
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Rediscovery Period

1986-2014
Membership Changes, New Programs and
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1988- Order of the Arrow Officially Initiates
First Women Leaders

Women in OA

Cirder of the Arrow Inducts First Women Leaders

Prior to 1988 the Order of the Arrow had been for boys and men only. Starting in 1988 lemale leaders could become members of the OA just the same as male
leaders The B5A had approved wornen o serve a5 Scoulmasters {0 Inture sorme Scout troops could attend summer camp. Dnce women were Scoutmasiers, |1
wits ABecEssary 1o hsve women i the Ureder 1o suppart the SCouling and the U8 program. AS with male Seoutmastérs, women mutl be- 21 years of aga

wromen had been associated with the OA for years, The Red Arrow Award was often given to women, However, women had been actively helping CA lodges
and Arrowmen for years. A number of lodges even secretly had women members, sometimeas called honorary members There are even accounts of women

keeping VigHs as sarly as the 19605 Starting in 1988 women's membership was afhicial. About three years [ailer the lirst women Vigil Honor mambers ware

officially inducted. In 2009 Kay Trick became the first woman DSA recipient and National OA Committee member




1990 - Order of the Arrow Observes
5t Anniversary

NOAC 1990 - 75th Anniversary

1990 75ih Annlversary National Order of 1he Arrow Canfersnce

I59 Apniversany Meeting was a heghly anticipated Mational Order of the Arrow Conference. A record 6,907 Arroswmen met Tor the festivities al Indians
Linersiy, i Blesery inglon, InadlEna The pravious mark of 5200 had bean ol 19 vears sartier in 1971 st the Ll‘rl|1.|'¢:r:-|tjl al Hitaais. Thig was the soverth NMOAC 1o

be held at Indiana University and the liest in 21 years. One change was the NOAL host lodge had merged and now was Nicha Chuppecal Lodge

rl||-

A tradition that started m 1990 wat the NOAC Muzeum| en Davit's Brotherhood of Cheerful Sarviee hool snd the TR Ammnovarcsmy
Fad stirmiulated mtargst in e niskady of e A The rruseum g & ey modest s1art, ang "small abscure o 1L Ras Sifnce grown
to become & major must-see feature of amy NOAC

Richard H. Leat BSA Mational Proseden gave The keynole address and was presenied the [}Iiﬂinguithnd SErvice
Award from Mational OA Committee Chairman Dr. Carl Marchetti

Ihe thane for the NLOAL wht “5eak The knawledgs Alhars e Spielt - The 1900 NOAL proabably had the [aroest
gathering Al pasl Matianal Chiels and Mabonal Vies Chels There weere gt least 10 formes National Chiels amd

fiwe Tormer Mationnal Yice Chiels prasent

e Distinguished S5ervice Award [DSA) was presented 0o 37 Arfowmen

Contact Histary




1995 — OA Trail Crew Begins at Philmont

OA Philmont Trail Crew Starts

Inaugural Summer of OA Philrmont Trail Crew

several mportant relationships and chance encounters served as the ongin of whal eventually bacame Enown as the Order of the Arrow Treal Crew (QATCS
pragram, It is a wonderful story because of visionary youth, capable adults who Enew when to listen, and callectively they devised a plan that forever changed
the relationship of the OA and High Adventure: In essence it is what the spirit of Scouting is all about

In 1993 Michael Edwards was serving as a sectlion chief and was serving in his second year asa

Philmont Hanger He had the lortunate opporiunity o serve as a Rayado Ranger at the end of the
surnmer, This is an intense 21-day backpacking tnp with several special programmatic elemeants to
help youth participantls gronk in'reflection and to physical exertion Rayado in Spanish can be
inierpreted as "boundary”, such as a personal boundary. Michael had a challenging crew far vanous
factors. About day-14 as the crew was hiking up towards Baldy Mountain from Touch-Me-MNol
Mountain; ke stopped to catch his breath as the crew kept hiking
The view stretched out in front of Michasl, It was overwhelming and full of exhilaration: ralling
sorts at that moment. The Order of the Arrow (DA) 82 a national organization did not have a program (o really teach

thunderclouds, the distance stratchéed far miles, the space Wwas simply serensg He had an aplphany ol

thig realm of camping He fell that climbing mountaing, iking the rugged wildeérmess, and sleeping under the stars was
whitl Scouting was all about Soon he got his second wind and caught up with his crew



https://oa-bsa.org/history/timeline

1998 - OA Website Launches

OA Web Site Launches

Mational Of& Commuittee Launches Mational O& Web Sike

Planning started for & Mational OA web site in March of 1997 During the 1997 National Jamboree the firs! web team stall waz recrulted. The Mational OA
Committee approved a budget in September of 1997 and the first pages went onling in November. The site was officially launched in the National Bulletin at the
baginning of 1998 The web sile immediately started archnving pdfs of National Sulleting. The primary: purpose for the nesw web site was 10 have an online way Lo
interface with lodges, participants and staff members for the upcoming 1998 NOAC

Chhce the Conference began, the web site became a way b communicate with HOAC attendees with online capabiiities something that
wias relatively rare in 1998, and also to provide a ook at the conference for Arrcwmen back home: Durnng thie 1998 NOAC the web site went
twe” proanding hundreds of pages and images fram the ROAC

The web site was a new tradition that was an immediate success. An image of the OA Web-Team working during the conferénce was posted
an the website, Because most Arroamen were using a dial-up connection in 1998 only small images of poor guality were used on the site

as the original images atteste. As |t was, it could take over a minute to download a page

OncAugust 5. 1998, at the conclusion of the NOAC, as part of the 1998 Strategic Plan of the OA to expand its presence on the Internet, the OA announced that
the MOAC web site would convert to the Official OA Web Site. The initial colors were red and white. The site want through several minor changes and thien in
2001 presented an updated look, with a "maore calm”® blue appearance

In Deceamber 2013 the OA Web Site went through anather complets overhaul presenting & contemporary updated interface for guests and a return o the
traditional red and [off] white colors

WIWW DA-BSA org wolld become the primary method af eammunication bebween national and ik lodges and members The O/ was prepal ng for the F1
century and the digital ags



https://web.archive.org/

2008 - Order of the Arrow holds
ArrowCorps>!
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Our Second Century

2015 - Present
Centennial and More
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2015 - Order of the Arrow Observes Its

Centennial
. Centennial Challenge
. Legacy Project 2015 e el 1351,;*“23;5
. Special Edition Sash
CENTURIES
. 2015 NOAC LralliEL - OF
SERVICE

. Centurion Award e :ig

1915 2015




2016 - Summit Circle Dedicated

AI. .




2018 — National Scouting Museum
OA Gallery Opens




2019 — All Youth Eligible

. Effective February 1, 2019
For the first time all youth eligible for membership in the
Order of the Arrow!
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For more OA History,

visit the OA History Timeline:

https://oa-bsa.org/history



https://oa-bsa.org/history

Visit the Goodman Edson Observatory (GEO)

Tuesday, July 3 to Thursday, August 1
8:00am - 5:00pm

University Memorial Center (UMC)
Room 235

5,000 sq. ft. exhibition museum featuring over 50+ exhibits
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Takeaway IS:IEEI(G Ill\l_lls_vsv

Challenge

Please scan the QR code on the final slide to
bookmark the OA History Timeline and be sure to
visit the GEO located in the UMC-235 during

NOAC 2024. Take out your notebook and pen to
write down three ways you can positively influence

the Order’s future by creating history today. Feel
free to share these key ideas with others in your

chapter or lodge.
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